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joined the Carranza revolt and organized a
force of Yaqui and Maya Indians, and in 1914
led the victorious Constitutionalist army into
Mexico City. Soon after lie took the field
against Villa, who aspired to the presidency,
and after defeating him was made Minister of
War and was sent to the United States border,
where he carried on negotiations for the with-
drawal of U. S. forces which had been sent
there under General Pershing. In 1920 he was
elected President of Mexico, serving until
1924 when he stepped aside for Calles, and in
July, 1928 was again elected president but was
assassinated a short time after.

back to the times of the ancient Babylonians
and Egyptians, but the earliest observatory of
which we have any accurate record is the one
founded at Alexandria, about 300 B.C. The
commencement of the modern epoch was
marked by the foundation of the Observatories
of Paris and Greenwich, in 1667 and 1675, re-
spectively.

As early as 1825 John Quincy Adams urged
upon Congress the foundation of a national ob-
servatory; but it was not until 1843, that the
first observatory worthy of the name was es-
tablished hi the United States, at Cincinnati.
The effective activity of the United States

Griffith Observatory, near Hollywood, Col.

Obscenity, in law, is the offence of corrupt-
ing or attempting to corrupt public morals,
either through indecent personal conduct or
words, or through the exhibition or publication
of immoral pictures, prints, or books. In the
United States, both Federal and State statutes
have been passed, extending and amplifying
the provisions of the common law on such
matters. See INDECENCY.

Obscurantists, the name given to those
who are supposed to look with dislike and ap-
prehension on the progress of knowledge, es-
pecially to such as defend theological preju-
dices against what is believed to be scientific
truth.

Observantists are the members of a rigor-
ous class of Franciscan monks who in the i5th
century separated from the milder class, the
Conventuals. See FRANCISCANS.

Observatory, a scientific establishment for
observing, primarily, the heavenly bodies, and,
secondarily, magnetic and meteorological
phenomena. The history of observatories goes

Naval Observatory began in 1845, and ever
since it has done splendid and important wort
(see NAVAL OBSERVATORY, U. S.).

Attached to Princeton University are two
observatories, the Observatory of Instruction,
erected in 1877, and the Halsted Observatory
established in 1883. The University of Cali-
fornia is the possessor of the famous Lick Ob-
servatory, in operation since 1888. The Smith-
sonian Institution opened its Astrophysical
Observatory at Washington, D. C., in 1890
(see SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION). In 1894
Prof. Percival Lowell established the Lowell
Observatory at Flagstaff, Ariz.

The Yerkes Observatory of the University of
Chicago, opened in 1897, is situated at Wil-
liams Bay, Wis. In 1904 the Carnegie In-
stitution installed a solar observatory at
Mount Wilson, Cal., at an altitude of 5,900
ft. (see MOUNT WILSON SOLAR OBSERVATORY).
In 1939 the California Institute of Tech-
nology installed the great new 200 inch re-
flecting telescope on Palomar Mountain, Cal.